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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 24-3129
Responded to:  15 January 2025


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
I am writing to request the following data for these specific cases retrieved from the National Crime Agency, UK Missing Persons Unit database for Unidentified victims in your police force. 
Cases in question: 
11-000105
17-005622
06-026047
11-007783
07-028106
Links to the cases on the NCA website 
https://missingpersons.police.uk/en-gb/case/11-000105
https://missingpersons.police.uk/en-gb/case/17-005622
https://missingpersons.police.uk/en-gb/case/06-026047
https://missingpersons.police.uk/en-gb/case/11-007783
https://missingpersons.police.uk/en-gb/case/07-028106

11-000105
1. Anonymous code for case    
The case is referred to with the following reference: 11-000105.
2. Manner of death        
Suicide. 
3. During the original investigation, were any forensic techniques considered? What were they?
DNA profiling from deceased and examinations of items recovered, mark enhancement considerations re: fingerprints.
4. Since the original investigation, has the case been re-evaluated?
Yes.
5. If re-evaluated, what were the forensic techniques considered/used.
DNA re-comparison, facial reconstruction technique (digital).
6. Have the forensic techniques bought any significant leads to the case?     
No.  
7. Did forensic techniques lead to efficient investigations?
Yes.
8. During the entire investigation of the case, were any forensic experts consulted?
Pathology (At postmortem examination), Biology.
9. Were there any specific restrictions during the investigation, like time and funding?
No.

17-005622
1. Anonymous code for case    
The case is referred to with the following reference: 17-005622.
2. Manner of death        
Sudden and unexplained (recovered from water).
3. During the original investigation, were any forensic techniques considered? What were they?
DNA profiling from deceased and examinations of items recovered, mark enhancement considerations re: fingerprints.
4. Since the original investigation, has the case been re-evaluated?
Yes.
5. If re-evaluated, what were the forensic techniques considered/used.
DNA re-comparison, facial reconstruction technique (digital).
6. Have the forensic techniques bought any significant leads to the case?     
No.  
7. Did forensic techniques lead to efficient investigations?
Yes.
8. During the entire investigation of the case, were any forensic experts consulted?
Pathology (At postmortem examination), Biology.
9. Were there any specific restrictions during the investigation, like time and funding?
No.

06-026047
1. Anonymous code for case    
The case is referred to with the following reference: 06-026047.
2. Manner of death        
Sudden and unexplained (recovered from water).
3. During the original investigation, were any forensic techniques considered? What were they?
DNA profiling from deceased and examinations of items recovered, mark enhancement considerations re: fingerprints.
4. Since the original investigation, has the case been re-evaluated?
Yes.
5. If re-evaluated, what were the forensic techniques considered/used.
DNA re-comparison, facial reconstruction technique (digital).
6. Have the forensic techniques bought any significant leads to the case?     
Yes, facial reconstruction triggered a fresh public response.       
7. Did forensic techniques lead to efficient investigations?
Yes.
8. During the entire investigation of the case, were any forensic experts consulted?
Pathology (At postmortem examination), Biology.
9. Were there any specific restrictions during the investigation, like time and funding?
No.

11-007783
1. Anonymous code for case    
The case is referred to with the following reference: 11-007783.
2. Manner of death        
Suicide by hanging.
3. During the original investigation, were any forensic techniques considered? What were they?
DNA and fingerprint comparison, including dental records.
4. Since the original investigation, has the case been re-evaluated?
Yes.
5. If re-evaluated, what were the forensic techniques considered/used.
Refresh of DNA comparison to assist identification of remains including Cybercrime examination of a recovered USB stick. Also consulted with two Professors of Criminology at Glasgow Caledonian University responsible for students, courses and casework, attended for in-person locus visit with SIO and original Crime Scene Manager, reviewed all remaining evidential productions, clothing and scene images etc., and tasked students to assist with e-fit and background research on open-source systems and social media platforms, sharing images nationally/internationally to assist in identification.
6. Have the forensic techniques bought any significant leads to the case?     
No
7. Did forensic techniques lead to efficient investigations?
Yes, having satisfied that the deceased’s profile was not held on any DNA or fingerprint database nationally, encouraging research elsewhere such as National Crime Agency UK Missing Persons Unit analysts. E-fit images was prepared/shared yet did not provide identification.
8. During the entire investigation of the case, were any forensic experts consulted?
Yes. Pathologist, Biologist, Cyber Investigation and Analysts from NCA conducting research on Hermes database and adoption of known Prioritisation Matrix in respect of outstanding missing people to conduct comparisons with a view to making identification.
9. Were there any specific restrictions during the investigation, like time and funding?
Yes. Broad reach familial DNA research being the last remaining avenue open, proved to be a barrier due to cost involved being assessed as disproportionately high.

07-028106
1. Anonymous code for case    
The case is referred to with the following references: 07-028106 and CR/0072115/07
2. Manner of death        
Unascertained
3. During the original investigation, were any forensic techniques considered? What were they?
Leg and foot examined by the following specialists - pathologist, biologist, DNA scientist, forensic anthropologist and isotopic tests were conducted.
4. Since the original investigation, has the case been re-evaluated?
Yes, all lines of enquiry have been completed and reviewed.
5. If re-evaluated, what were the forensic techniques considered/used.
Forensic lines of enquiry have been exhausted at this time.
6. Have the forensic techniques bought any significant leads to the case?     
Yes, isotopic testing identified regions deceased resided prior to death.  A DNA profile was obtained from the leg and is currently held on national and international missing person databases.
7. Did forensic techniques lead to efficient investigations?
Yes.
8. During the entire investigation of the case, were any forensic experts consulted?
Yes, as per those specialists referred to when answering question 3.
9. Were there any specific restrictions during the investigation, like time and funding?
No.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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