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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 24-2558
Responded to:  xx October 2024


a) How many complaints have Police Scotland received about their handling of the decapitate terf case and https://www.scottishdailyexpress.co.uk/news/politics/police-scotland-claim-decapitate-terfs-33288170
Unfortunately, I estimate that it would cost well in excess of the current FOI cost threshold of £600 to provide an accurate response to your request.  I am therefore refusing to provide the information sought in terms of section 12(1) of the Act - Excessive Cost of Compliance. 
By way of explanation, this level of detail is not retrievable in a statistical format and would require us to manually review every individual complaint file within the relevant time period in order to ascertain the number of associated complaints to this case. 
It is estimated that this is an exercise which would exceed the cost limitations of the Act.  
b) What is the current progress with it, i.e. is case closed?
Irrespective of the response at a) above, the information sought is held by Police Scotland, but I am refusing to provide it in terms of section 16(1) of the Act on the basis that the following exemptions apply: 
Section 34(1)(b) - Investigations
Information is exempt information if it has at any time been held by a Scottish public authority for the purposes of an investigation, conducted by the authority, which in the circumstances may lead to a decision by the authority to make a report to the procurator fiscal to enable it to be determined whether criminal proceedings should be instituted.
Section 35(1)(a)&(b) – Law Enforcement
Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice substantially the prevention or detection of crime and/ or the apprehension or prosecution of offenders.
Whilst we accept that there is a public interest argument in favour of better informing the public as to high profile incidents, there can be no parallel interest in disclosing information held for the purposes of police investigations and any proceedings that may result from those investigations.
If you require any further assistance please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.


OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL
scotland.police.uk	[image: 36pt_twitter_icon]@PoliceScotland	 [image: 12pt_faceboo] PoliceScotland
OFFICIAL
image1.png
\.\)!zf.f
AR

POLICE
SCOTLAND

Keeping people safe

POILEAS ALBA




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




