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Freedom of Information Response
Our reference:  FOI 24-2727
Responded to:  15 November 2024


Your recent request for information is replicated below, together with our response.
As Police Scotland will be aware, Mears Limited are undergoing a contract to house asylum seekers within Scotland.  In the contract document entitled 'Asylum Accommodation and Support Schedule 2 STATEMENT OF REQUIREMENTS'
Clause 1.2.1.2 states that asylum seekers may be "be Complex Bail Cases; defined here as a Service User who is an ex-Foreign National Offender released on Criminal Bail, or similar special cases."
And clause 4.1.7.4 states that Mears "shall seek the approval of the Local Authority and the local Police service . . . for this category of Service User"
1. Under FOISA 2002, please provide total the numbers of such approvals that Mears has sought from Police Scotland since the contract began in 2019, giving dates and any other details possible.
2. Please provide those same figures per Scottish region.
The information sought is not held by Police Scotland and section 17 of the Act therefore applies.
To explain, we have conducted research with our International Unit who would be most likely to deal with matters of this nature, and they are unaware of any requests from Mears or processes/ procedures concerning same.
You should note that Police Bail is not a feature of the Scottish Criminal Justice process.
Notwithstanding, it may be the case that enquiries/ correspondence from Mears have been received by Police Scotland but as there doesn’t appear to be any centralised process/ point of contact, section 12 of the Act and the excess cost provisions would apply to any further research.

If you require any further assistance, please contact us quoting the reference above.
You can request a review of this response within the next 40 working days by email or by letter (Information Management - FOI, Police Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH).  Requests must include the reason for your dissatisfaction.
If you remain dissatisfied following our review response, you can appeal to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner (OSIC) within 6 months - online, by email or by letter (OSIC, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, KY16 9DS).
Following an OSIC appeal, you can appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
This response will be added to our Disclosure Log in seven days' time.
Every effort has been taken to ensure our response is as accessible as possible. If you require this response to be provided in an alternative format, please let us know.
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